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By Kyle Zimmerman ‘14
Crusader Editor-in-Chief

game, completing 15 of 19 passes with one 
passing touchdown and another rushing

Keith Watkins ’13 also rushed for a 
touchdown. Kicker Matt Reiniger ‘13 
hit two vital field goals. The impressive 
Moeller defense held Whitmer, who aver-
aged 43 points per game, to just twelve 
points. The defensive showcase was capped 

There was a point in the season when 
the Moeller football team was unranked, 
disregarded, and all but forgotten. The 
Fighting Crusaders got the last laugh; they 
laughed all the way home from Canton’s 
Fawcett Stadium after they ended a 27-year 
state championship drought by beating the 
Toledo-Whitmer Panthers in the 2012 Divi-
sion I OHSAA state playoff finals. 

In front of a crowd of 8,834 rowdy fans, 
the Crusaders defeated the Panthers 20-
12 and won the eighth Ohio football state 
championship in school history.

Spencer Iacovone ’13 had an impressive 

Moeller, Lytle implementing new electronic library

“The collection of books 
would never stop growing.”

- Mr. Lytle

Moeller is not your typical “get out your 
textbook and take notes” high school. With 
the adoption of the laptop program 14 years 
ago, Moeller has become a school based 
around technology. 

In 2013, Moeller will be home to a new 
“e-Library” of online books - both for 
classes and for general reading interest.

According to IT Director Mr. Charlie 
Lytle, the new e-Library will be used with 
a program called Overdrive, which will be 
installed on all student laptops. 

“You can log into Overdrive with your 

student ID and, free of charge, scan up 
to seven books on your laptop at a time,” 
Lytle said. 

The e-Library will also incorporate on-
line textbooks into this system, and eventu-
ally, according to Lytle’s plan, all books at 

CRUSADERS CAPTURE CANTON !
off with two takeaways--an interception by 
defensive back Logan Kelleher ‘13 and a 
fumble recovery by Jake McCluskey ’13

Watkins’s postgame reaction was similar 
to that of his teammates. “It’s a great feel-
ing to know that I am a state champion,” he 
said. “There is really nothing else to say.” 

Moeller beat three undefeated teams this 
season, handing Louisville Trinity, Colerain, 
and Whitmer their first losses. 

The unforgettable postseason run made 
by the Crusaders included wins over 
Wayne, Lakota East, Colerain, Pickerington 
North and Whitmer. The 12-3 Crusaders 
finished the season ranked 24th nationally 
in the USA Today Super 25, 20th by Rivals.
com, and 22nd by MaxPreps. 

There is a rumor that restaurateur Jeff 
Ruby could be treating the team to a steak 
dinner at one of his restaurants. Ruby 
tweeted at Kelleher on November 18 saying, 
“will have team dinner if u win state.” 

This Moeller team did more than end 
a 27-year drought. The Fighting Crusad-
ers did it in a way that raised the bar 
for future teams. “I’m so proud of our 
guys that we can finally hold this trophy 
again,” said senior linebacker Shane Jones.

Moeller should be electronic. 
This proposal, however,  invites opposi-

tion from a growing number of students 
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By Ben land ‘14
Crusader Op/Ed Editor
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NEWS  BRIEFS
CHAMPIONS
Crusaders on the gridiron pushed 
forward to another win to take 
the Division I Ohio State Champi-
onship. Hold on to those newspa-
per clippings and show them to 
the grandkids.

HALFWAY
It’s almost Christmas break and 
the school year’s already half 
over.  Somehow it still seems like 
yesterday was August 21. As the 
winter hits again, everyone wants 
to know: When will we ever have 
another snow day?

BROKEN
Amid the sea of gold that 
greeted the Crusaders at the state 
championship, Mitch Lampert ‘14 
snapped his arm in the frenzied 
cheering.   The cameras showed a 
lot of students falling towards the 
front bleachers . Way to go all out 
on the last night of the season!

FINISHED
Aidan Jabs ‘14 polished off his 
epic novel after participating in  
National Novel Writing Month. 
The aspiring author’s latest liter-
ary work is the result of weeks 
and weeks spent typing in Micro-
soft Word. Junior Matt Hugenberg 
also participated, writing several 
hundred pages as well.

RANTINg
Interested in off-color puns and 
humor? Andrew Buschbacher  
‘13 has a few things on his mind. 
While his naturally blunt style 
may deter the light-hearted, 
students will find great wisdom 
in his insightful comments on 
academics, sports, student life, 
and the occasional passerby.

SHAVINg
November may be over, but Mus-
tache Christmas Morning is still 
on. Hiding those sideburns with 
a turtleneck or a popped collar is 
no longer necessary, but keeping 
alive that bit of fuzz on the upper 
lip will pay off in a week or so. 

gREENINg
If you’re reading this, you’ve 
already made it to the bottom 
of the first page. Take a look 
inside for what’s going on around 
Moeller High School. Make sure 
this paper ends up in another 
student’s hands and not the 
garbage. We only get 500 printed, 
and it helps if people share before 
they tear. (Or hang on to them!)

AMONg THE IRISH

Notre Dame junior Andrew 
Hendrix ’10 and sophomore 
Charlie Fiessenger ’11 are 
both quarterbacks for the 
Fighting Irish. Both can be 
expected to appear at the 
BCS Championship game this 
season

                             see page 7

STORMINg THE HALL

Freshman Josh Huster is 
known for his humor and 
inability to walk at the begin-
ning of this school year. He 
granted The Crusader a few 
private moments to discuss 
his interesting talents and 
future plans.

                           see page 3

ON AND OFF THE STAgE

Isaiah Reaves ‘16 was recently 
featured in Moeller’s fall play. 
But he is also an aspiring 
playwright. Though he may 
be a Freshman, he’s already 
authored five scripts, includ-
ing one that may end up on a 
professional stage.

see page 5
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who feel that reading or studying from 
online books is a “disaster.” 

The good news for students who remain 
strongly in favor of hardcopy texts is that 
not all books will go electronic in the next 
few years. 

For a book to go online, Mr. Lytle ex-
plained, “it all depends on the publisher, 
and whether or not that book already has 
an online version.”  

Mr. Lyle is especially excited about it 
because “there would be no lost books...and 
the collection of books would never stop 
growing.” 

Mr. Lytle says that the e-Library will 
be up sometime next year, but it could be 
finished at the end of this school year.

“It’s a great feeling to 
know that I am a state 

champion. There is really 
nothing else to say.”

-Keith Watkins ‘13

Photo  by  Rob EbelPhoto by Charlie Fiessinger

Photo by Joseph Fuqua IISeniors Shane Jones, Keith Watkins, and Spencer Iacovone celebrate their victory.

The team celebrates around the coveted state trophy
Photo by Joseph Fuqua II
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What’s on YOUR Moeller mind? 
The Crusader wants to hear from you! We 

welcome letters from everyone in the Moeller 
community and encourage students to submit 
articles for publication. Get in touch with us at 

crusader@moeller.org

Published quarterly, the student newspaper of Archbishop Moeller 
High School is a public forum, with its student editorial board mak-
ing all decisions concerning its contents. Unsigned editorials express 
the views of the majority of the editorial board. Letters to the editor 
are welcomed and will be published as space allows. Letters must 
be signed, although the staff may withhold the name on request. The 
Crusader reserves the right to edit letters for grammar and clarity, and 
all letters are subject to laws governing obscenity, libel, privacy, and 
disruption of the school process, as are all contents of the paper.
Opinions in letters are not necessarily those of The Crusader staff or its 
faculty adviser, nor should any opinion expressed in a public forum be 
construed as the opinion or policy of the administration of Archbishop 
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Making the gradeMOE-PINIONS

By ZaCh Bayliff ‘13 By Kyle Zimmerman ‘14

E-Books, THE books

Moeller is a high school which undoubtedly 
prides itself in its unique laptop program. Since the 
laptop program began in 1999, changes have been 
made each year in an attempt to stay current with 
the latest technology. 

One of these changes has been the transition 
from real books to electronic books, or e-Books. 
Each and every year, this transition becomes even 
more obvious. I have yet to see one person check a 
book out from the school’s library let alone browse 
the shelves in there. Even though I’m a senior, I can 
honestly say I have no idea how to check out a book 
at the Moeller library. 

In addition, the library is now almost wholeheart-
edly dedicated to the “Help Desk” and study tables. 
This transition can also be seen in the classroom. 
Fewer and fewer textbooks are being passed out as 
Moeller is discovering it is cheaper and more conve-
nient to provide the students with e-Textbooks. 

When I was a freshman, all of the e-Books I used 
were absolutely horrendous.  The text was blurry 
and hard to read and the loading times made me 
want to throw my computer out of the third floor 
window. 

However, as technology has developed, many 
of these issues have been resolved, and I have been 
enlightened of the many benefits of these e-Books. 

E-Books are able to utilize the capabilities of a 
computer through things like videos and various in-
teractive activities. I can’t even begin to explain how 
often I have used the interactive solutions feature in 
my A.P. Calculus e-Book.  

But this is only the beginning. By having all the 
books on the laptop, students don’t need to worry 
about lugging around a backpack twice their body 
weight or losing any of these outrageously expen-
sive textbooks.

Going along with Moeller’s emphasis on the 
environment and sustainability, these e-Books save 
immense amounts of paper and energy. 

Finally, these e-Books are able to save Moeller 
precious dollars. It is much cheaper for a company 
to sell the rights to an e-Book than to print and ship 
hundreds of textbooks. This helps to keep tuition 
costs down and maybe even Moeller can put some 
of these saved dollars towards a good use like 
tuition assistance or facility upgrades like air condi-
tioning. 

It goes without saying the pros of e-Books heav-
ily outweigh the cons. As technology has progressed 
and continues to progress, e-Books have become 
more feasible for both Moeller and its students.

Teachers and students alike are beginning to ad-
just and the various benefits continue to grow each 
and every year. 

The fifth characteristic of a Marianist education is 
“educating for adaptation and change” and by phas-
ing out real books and transitioning to e-Books we 
are carrying out this characteristic. 

As cliché as it may be, the sky truly is the limit 
when it comes to technology. As e-Books continue 
to advance and develop, more and more unforeseen 
benefits will be uncovered by future Men of Moeller.

Have you ever read an e-Book? Don’t. Save your-
self from the miserable combination of sore eyes, 
headaches, frustration, and distraction. Reading a 
250-page book is bad enough; reading a 250-page 
electronic book is an absolute nightmare. 

The word “e-Book” is actually a misnomer. E-
Books lack the smell and tangibility of a real book. 
It would be the same as calling a Tamagotchi virtual 
hamster a real family pet. What’s next, e-Toilets? 
(Please excuse me for a moment while I wipe my 
e-Bottom with this e-Toilet paper.)

I understand that technology is rapidly evolving, 
but there is no reason for books to ever be replaced. 
Teenagers are already really good at ignoring the 
programs on their computers that require them 
to think. It takes great self-discipline to read an 
e-Book. Facebook, Twitter, Netflix, and e-mail are 
all just a click away. To most students, any of those 
options are better than reading a book.  Books force 

me to put my laptop down and actually do school-
work. 

An e-Book takes away all of the freedom that 
comes with reading a hardcopy book. Instead of just 
turning to the page, e-Book users are forced to log 
in, open the program, select the book, and the find 
the page. Books don’t have to be charged and books 
don’t freeze; books are not meant to be read from 
a screen. Laptops are fragile pieces of equipment 
and cannot handle all of the harsh treatment a book 
gets. Electronic books may be to blame for all of the 
cracked screens of Moeller students.

To those who like e-Books because they’re “en-
vironmentally friendly,” I say this: Just as many 
resources are used to download and read a book 
electronically than are used to make a hardcopy 
book. (Don’t believe me? Google it!) To those who 
like e-Books because they’re “cheaper,” I say this: 
Have you ever been to Half Price Books? How 
about Amazon.com Marketplace?

E-Textbooks are equally as miserable. The ability 
to open a hardcopy book and scour the pages for in-
formation is a beautiful thing. Having to toggle back 
and forth between multiple windows on a computer 
is an unnecessary hassle. E-Books are characterized 
by small, blurry text, cut-off words and constant 
scrolling. Give me a book -- a real book!

The Crusader
Archbishop Moeller 

9001 Montgomery Rd.
Cincinnati, OH 45242
Crusader@moeller.org
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Moeller defeating 

Toledo-Whitmer to 
capture eigth state title 

Beyond words

Pat McLaughlin ‘s 
victory leap 
Perhaps the best photo of the 
whole game 

MaeMae’s Moeller 
cowboy hat

 A wonderful display of 
school spirit 

Moeller Football 
hoodies 
Too gold? 

Christmas on campus
Another successful show-
ing by all Moeller students, 
moms, faculty, and staff

Not storming the field at 
Fawcett Stadium
Those police dogs were 
scary, and also unnecessary 

 F
the

I understand that technology is 
rapidly evolving, but there is no 

reason for books to ever be replaced.

CrusAder Mission stAteMent
The student press of Archbishop Moeller High School has 
adopted the following as its mission:

1. To publish news, information, and opinion articles for 
and about student, faculty, and administration activities, 
interests, and policies.

2. To maintain high ethical standards with regard to fair-
ness, legal rights, responsibilities and accuracy.

3. To provide a forum for free and responsible expres-
sion of student opinion and present well-balanced, locally 
researched coverage of issues of broader student interest.

4. To strive for a high level of competency in technical 
aspects of writing, including grammar, spelling, clarity, 
and precision.

5. To increase the scope and depth of our coverage in order 
to heighten mutual understanding and awareness through-
out the entire school community. 

Tangible trumps virtual
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How many times have you been out of town and 
had someone approach you asking about the blue 
and gold shirt you’re wearing? It happens to every 
Moeller student.  It even happened to a group of 
Men of Moeller all the way in the desert in Arizona 
and New Mexico on a mission trip last summer. 

The out-of-town people always ask about the 
baseball team that practically runs like an MLB farm 
system, and especially about our traditional power-
house football program.

 Like it or not, athletics is the first thing that 
comes to many people’s minds when hearing the 
words “Moeller High School.” 

Without the football dynasty launched by Gerry 
Faust, along with the stability of a baseball program 
that has launched the careers of Barry Larkin and 
Ken Griffey, Jr., do you honestly think that people 
all over the country would know us? No way!

The unique culture at Moeller has been a huge 
reason why our sports programs have been so 
successful decade after decade. We are a school of 
brotherhood, camaraderie, and leadership, three 
vital aspects to any kind of successful sports team. 

We are so great at supporting our sports teams 
for such a small school. We can’t go a day without 
getting a football-related e-mail from Coach Rosfeld 
or a golf update from Coach Boehne. 

Everyone loves the reputation that we have that 
says we are burly brutes and always tough competi-
tors.  That reputation will be hard to live down. But 
here’s the problem: Our academic programs get 
overshadowed. We want to be known as more than 
just a “jock school.”

Unfortunately, other local schools view us as a 
“day care” for high school jocks. Many students 
think we get every other day off, go to Willie’s 
Sports Bar 20 times a year, and play Pokémon on 
our laptops during class (somewhat true). This may 
or may not stem from our athletic reputation.   

Along with being a traditional powerhouse in 
athletics comes the assumption that we put academ-
ics on the back burner in order to focus primarily on 
sports. That assumption is wrong but, how can you 
blame other schools for thinking that? All they hear 

Manager of the freshman 
basketball team, ultimate 
gamer, and crazy lady’s man: 
These are just a few things 
that describe freshman sensa-
tion Josh Huster.  Many 
know him for his humor and 
for the fact that he was walk-
ing around the halls in a boot 
and crutches for much of 
the fall, but there is another 
side of Josh Huster that not 

too many people know about.  As we concluded the 
first semester of school, one of the most commonly 
asked questions has been: Who is the freshman that 
has taken this school by storm?

Q. Favorite thing to do outside school?
A. Probably chasing the girls.

Q. Best moment at Moeller so far?
A. Meeting Mae Mae is first.  Second has to be rip-

ping off my shirt at freshman orientation and 
winning second place in the song contest.

Q. Best part of being the freshman basketball 
manager?

A. Getting to practice with all the guys.

Q. Favorite class so far?
A. No question about it. English with Mr. Rose. 

Yes, Moeller is more than athletics!

Q. Favorite lunch in the cafeteria?
A. Probably Mae Mae’s creamy potato soup.

Q. Hardest class?
A. Fine Arts with Mr. Browning.

Q. What’s your dream job?
A. To become a model.  We’re talking GQ. Esquire.

Q. How often do you shave?
A. I don’t.  “No-Shave November” all the time

Q. One phrase to describe the freshman mixer?
A. Hotter than hot sauce.

Q. Where do you see yourself in 20 years?
A. A hardworking student in medical school.

Q. What’s one thing people don’t know about you?
A. I AM the ultimate gamer.  I can also touch my 

nose with my tongue.

Q. If you look up “Josh Huster” in the dictionary, 
what will you see?

A. A crazy lady’s man.

Q. Best compliment you ever received?
A. You’re pretty.

Q. How often do you mean mug?
A. Twentyfoooo sevannn.

Q. What’s your bench press?
A. I’d say around 60.

By MichAel PiliPovich ‘13
Crusader Sports Editor

Changing our overall attitude  about 
the academics that shape our school 
will improve grades, reputation, and 

atmosphere at Moeller.

We want to be known as more than just a jock school, and we think we deserve it
about are our athletic teams and how we dominate 
them in one sport or another. Besides obviously 
being upset that we ruined their season, they think 
we are a sports school by the way we play and by 
the way our teams are presented in the community.  
The media rightfully covers our athletics like crazy; 
it’s their job.  

But many people in the Moeller community are 
tired of the reputation we have about our focus on 
athletics. 

There is a simple solution. 
Without toning down our Moeller athletic pride 

and tradition, we need to focus more on other 
parts of our community. This might be hard for 
any school to do, but if we want to go beyond the 
reputation of a being a day care for jocks, maybe we 

should put our schoolwork first instead of focusing 
our energies on the next football or basketball game. 
We can hardly dispel any myths if we’re distracted 
by the next gold shirt day. 

Moeller High School needs to revolve more  
around our incredible academic programs rather 
than the peripherals of student life. We need to get 
our priorities straight and have a more responsible 
and respectful attitude towards our class work and 
not act like Moeller is meant for little more than 
sports and house days, because it is not. 

We have such a strong community here at 
Moeller, and we need to embrace every aspect of 
our school. Changing our overall attitude about 
the academics that shape our school will improve 
grades, reputation, and atmosphere at Moeller.  
That way, we’ll truly have a more well-rounded 
school that will come to be known locally as a 
school that produces well-rounded men of Moeller. Walter White -- or Mr. Conlon? You decide!

Illustration by Evan Verrilli ‘14

  Moe Student  Q&A                                Josh Huster ‘16  Busch League
Rants from Andrew Buschbacher ‘13  

I love kids who don’t show up to school -- and 
still have a higher GPA than me... e-Books? 
Where is my textbook?!... If Mr. Rosfeld sends 
me one more e-mail that isn’t juicy… Rough 
draft graded like final? IT’S SUPPOSED TO BE 
ROUGH!... Slick new locker room, but bath-
rooms in rest of school still crappy!...    Com-
plaining about school food? Bring your own 
lunch...   Pictures in the library -- still haven’t 
been updated...    I got 99 problems and my 
government test is all of them... Regular M-
Blocks? What is this?...    Four kids park ille-
gally in the back lot -- just put the yellow lines 
down..   I wonder what Mr. Eble thinks about all 
of those “On to state” papers in the main stairs...
Day after winning state -- and we’re in school? 
What? Where is the football team?  -- Busch

SQUIRE
moEllER’S joURnal of lItERaRy aRtS

ATTENTION WRITERS & ARTISTS
NOW AccEpTINg SubmISSIONS 

fOR ThE 2013 ISSuE:

fIcTION

pOETRy

gRAphIc dESIgN
vISuAl ART
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“Danny has an intimidating network of friends, 
and that is from him being a caring and kind person 
to his friends” Buckley said.  

Fellow Moeller English teacher, Mr. Eric Eble, 
who was Danny’s roommate at UD, said that 
“Danny is one of the funniest guys I know. He is a 
great friend and person overall.”

Every donation to Danny’s fund-to-recovery 
counts, and as Moeller begins to formulate plans to 
fund-raise, it is strongly encouraged to go out and 
support his cause. 

Mr. Buckley concluded, “It is important to Danny 
that he tells people about what happened, and that 
they know about it and knowledge it as it helps him 
be more positive and cope with his situation.”
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Moeller reaches out to alumnus
Danny O’Keefe to receive help through doughnut sales 

The local community was rocked in May, 2010 
when Moeller grad and aspiring criminal defense 
lawyer Danny O’Keefe ’02 was stabbed 19 times in 
the head while defending his sister Kelly from an 
assailant who broke into their Butler county home.

James Terry, a former boyfriend of Kelly’s, 
brutally stabbed both of them after an altercation. 
Danny heroically took the brunt of the blows, en-
abling Kelly to suffer only 8 wounds. 

In court, Terry pleaded guilty to two counts of 
felonious assault and tampering with evidence.

Scott McKinley, Danny’s law partner, told the 
courts: “How this isn’t a double murder case can 
only be explained as a miracle.” 

Danny’s heroics allowed his sister to live with-
out any permanent health problems, but his own 
injuries were severe. In fact, Danny was given the 
slimmest odds to survive. 

The 19 wounds were to his head, chest, neck, 
and arm. Brain damage left him without the abil-
ity to verbally communicate. A promising career in 
law suddenly turned into a long road recovery for 
Danny O’Keefe.   

 To regain the ability to speak, he began to reha-
bilitate at the University of Michigan’s Aphasia Pro-
gram (umap). The prestigious center offers intensive 
speech therapy and language therapy, two things 
that Danny vitally needed.  However, the cost of the 
treatment runs up to a staggering $22,000 a month. 
Many in the local community came together to raise 
money for his medical bills.

Fourth graders at St. Gertrude School in Madeira 
(Danny’s alma mater) started a soup sale, which 
sold out. Family and friends have hosted fund-rais-
ing dinners in Columbus and Cincinnati on August 
6 and on September 15, respectively. 

There was also a shopping gala at the Tri-County 
mall on November 18, where wristbands were sold 
to help fund his rehabilitation. 

On December 18, Willie’s Sports Café in Western 
Hills is having an all-you-can-eat night for $10, and 
all donations are going to Danny’s fund. 

 Here at Moeller, students are putting together a 
benefit dubbed “Donuts for Danny.” Although not 
yet confirmed, it is rumored that Jansen’s Sweet Sin-
sations will donate the doughnuts for the Moeller 
students to purchase for the Danny O’Keefe benefit. 

Moeller English teacher Mr. Kevin Buckley ’02 is 
a close friend of Danny’s from their years together 
at both Moeller and the University of Dayton

“Mo Bros,” as they’re called, register on movem-
ber.com where they pledge to forsake razors and 
find sponsors to donate to prostate cancer research 
on their behalf.  They’ll grow beards and mustaches 
until a shave party at the end of the monthNotice a five o’clock shadow above a teacher’s 

lip in November?  It might not simply be the result 
of skipping a shave.  November 1 marked the start 
of No-Shave November, otherwise known to facial 
aficionados as “Movember.”

Movember, a portmanteau of the word mous-
tache and November, is an annual, month-long 
event involving the growing of facial hair to raise 
awareness of prostate cancer. 

The Movember Foundation runs the Movember 
charity event, housed at Movember.com, where 
members donate money through the website. The 
stated goal of Movember is to “change the face of 
men’s health.” 

Prostate cancer is a deadly disease that is on 
the rise.  Each year the American Cancer Society 
estimates that nearly 200,000 new cases of prostate 
cancer will be diagnosed and nearly 40,000 men will 
die from the disease.   

The funds raised are directed to programs man-
aged directly by Movember and their men’s health 
partners, the Prostate Cancer Foundation and 
Livestrong Foundation. Together, the three channels 
work together to ensure that Movember funds are 
supporting world-class programs with three strate-
gic goals in the areas of awareness and education, 
survivorship and research.

Mo Bros support No-Shave November
Changing the face of men’s health one beard at a time

 Jared Kroger ‘13
Crusader Managing Editor

Connor Borton ‘15
Crusader Features Editor

Pre-Engineering program
coming to Moeller

It’s easy to say the academic success of 
Moeller students can be accredited to the rig-
orous curriculum.  Beginning in 2013-14, that 
curriculum will include a new pre-engineering 
program design to expose Moeller students to 
the various facets of the engineering profes-
sions. 

“I hear all the time that kids look to get in-
volved with engineering,” says physics teacher 
Mrs. Theresa Schaffer, “but the problem is they 
don’t know where to go from there.”   

The new pre-engineering program, she 
added, is designed “to help students get a bet-
ter understanding of the different engineering 
fields and which ones they will wish to pur-
sue.”

 The expectations for the course will be no 
different from any other academic program 
at Moeller.  It will prepare students to study 
material in greater depth at the collegiate level. 

According to principal Blane Collison, “The 
curriculum will be developed by closely ex-
amining college-level curriculum to determine 
lessons that will prepare students for success 
in entry level courses on the collegiate level.”

Students can discover what they’re looking 
for in engineering and potentially spark an 
interest in “technology, engineering principles, 
and applied sciences.”  

These will be major areas that the program 
intends to cover.  The use of real world experi-
ences will serve as a way for the students to 
learn through hands-on application.

As the program progresses, the key will be 
to teach students different engineering ap-
plications and philosophies to help provide a 
solid foundation for future study.  

“The pre-engineering curriculum will be 
designed as a rigorous, innovative program,” 
says Collison.

The courses will be targeted at upperclass-
men who have an interest in pursuing engi-
neering.

“It’s nice to see an initiative for such a 
popular subject with students,” says senior 
Kevin Schmitt.  “I’m glad they are seeking out 
the engineers to propel their careers.”

For the prospective engineering student, 
there’s not much more one could ask for.  
Along with the already renowned academics, 
this will be a nice addition to Moeller’s cur-
riculum and attract those students with the 
desire.  

According to Mr. Collison, all the pieces are 
in place for this program to be a success and 
it will be exciting to see how it unfolds in the 
future.

Movember is observed nationwide, but Moeller 
and other schools are celebrating No-Shave Novem-
ber more for the rugged “winter look.”

“Students and teachers may not be aware of the 
honest purpose of No-Shave November,” said re-
ligion teacher Mr. Paul Kindt, who is known for giv-
ing detentions for the sake of preserving the school 
dress and shaving code.  “I have given three this 
year so far,” he added.

“Movember” also happens to be an important 
part of our American history.  According to yopsy.
com Abraham Lincoln worked to pass a federal law 
officially recognizing No-Shave November; howev-
er he was never successful. His famous Gettysburg 
Address given in November of 1863 was originally 
titled “The Gettysbeard Address” and was supposed 
to encourage all men to grow beards that were full-
er and hairier than the beards of the Confederacy. 
(Okay, it’s a yopsy.com joke, but a funny one!)

Many colleges and corporations raise funds for 
cancer awareness through contests.  Judging others’ 
Fu Manchus, Handlebars, Vandyke moustaches and 
beards is a method of bringing public attention to 
this worthy cause.

For guys, not shaving is a statement about mas-
culinity. But what do the women think?  “I think 
it is very cool!  It’s for a great cause and I like the 
winter look,” said Mrs. DeNoma, mother of Moeller 
sophomore Joey DeNoma ‘15 and husband of a Mo 
Bro.  The Movember website encourages “Mo Sis-
tas” to support their “Mo Bros.”

miChaeL piLipoviCh ‘13
Crusader Sports Editor

Judging others’ Fu Manchus,               
Handlebars, Vandyke mustaches and 
beards is a method of bringing public 

attention to this worthy cause.

“Danny is one of the funniest guys I 
know. He is a great friend and person 

overall.” - Mr. Eble

Photo courtesy of Eric Eble

Danny O’Keefe at Michigan, where he is undergoing therapy.

Bringing attention to a good cause through facial hair
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The man behind the curtain

    For some students, November is more than“No-
Shave November.” What very few people know 
is that November is the month of “National Novel 
Writing.” A few dedicated Moeller students took up 
the challenge to write a novel by month’s end.
     Students were introduced to “National Novel 
Writing Month” through the Creative Writing Club 
run by A.P. English Lit and Journalism teacher Mr. 
Michael Rose. 
     “Sit down one time a day and type, no worry-
ing about editing or revising until the end of the 

Moeller students channel inner Dickens 
month,” explained senior Corey Gruenwald. 
     There is no pressure on your work by anyone but 
yourself. That’s something that makes the process 
relaxing for some of the writers and makes it enjoy-
able because some students “just like to write,” says 
Gruenwald.
     Junior Aidan Jabs explained that his motivation 
for writing a novel started his freshman year when 
a senior in his mentor group inspired him to write. 
Now Jabs says, “I enjoy writing and getting the cre-
ative juices flowing.”  
     Jabs said that he had reached 5,000 words on his 
first piece of writing. To put that into perspective, a 
single-spaced typewritten page is about 500 words, 
which adds up to be approximately ten pages.  
     At the beginning of November, Jabs was chal-
lenged by a friend in a race to write a novel that 
would reach 50,000 words. Jabs made sure to point 
out that his friend, whom he wishes to remain un-
named, dropped out in the first week of the chal-
lenge. 
    Jabs’s current novel The Council is about four 
groups of people who are at odds with each other 
but are willing to help each other if they have needs 
that are similar. 
     According to his summary of the book, The Coun-
cil is a cross between Eragon, Harry Potter and Lord 
of Rings. A destroyed race and political assassina-
tions lead to war between religious fanatics and an 
Empire. 
     He also mentioned that the plot is something that 
the reader has figure out in order for the novel to 
have a “wow factor.”
     One tool that the students like Gruenwald and 
Jabs used was NaNoWriMo, a website that operates 
encouraging novel-writing. 
     On the website writers set up an account and can 
write their novel on the site. Nanowrimo.org tracks 
the writer’s progress, offers support, and allows 
writers to meet other budding novelists online. 

    By Ben Land ‘14
    Crusader Staff Reporter

By andrew BuschBacher ‘13
Crusader Staff Reporter

     The Class of 2016 is already making a lot of noise 
throughout the school and the community this year. 
There are the names that a majority of the school is 
familiar with like Josh Huster and Matt Coughlin, 
but talk of Isaiah Reaves is slowly surfacing. 
     Reaves is a freshman at Moeller who is creating 
a buzz on the stage and off. Although he’s your 
normal, everyday-looking freshmen, he has a gift to 
share with the world.
          

Reaves is already an accomplished actor, but that’s 
not all. He writes plays too! 
     Isaiah says that writing plays is very difficult. 
“When I started, I didn’t think I’d be able to finish 
my first play, an adaptation of The Diary of Anne 
Frank. Luckily, I finished it,” he said, “and decided 
that I wanted to write more.” 
     Isaiah was not just dreaming when he said that 
he wanted to write more. Since that time he has 
written three more plays and is currently working 
on his fifth.
     The process of writing a play that meets the his 
own high standards, he said, is a very time consum-
ing activity. 
     “I’ve spent up to a year working on a script, 

but I’ve also spent less than three months working 
on scripts. So the amount of time that the overall 
process takes depends completely on the play,” he 
explained. 
     Isaiah’s second play was an adaptation of the 
classic Luisa May Alcott novel Little Women took 
him 14 drafts before he was personally satisfied. He 
has even submitted a couple of his plays to some 
big name theater groups. He sent his newest play, 
Wyatt’s Bed, a rags-to-riches story about the world of 
a high-end street walker to Cincinnati’s own Play-
house in the Park.

     When it comes to deciding which is more enjoy-
able: writing plays or acting in them, it’s a toss-up: 
     “I can honestly say that I like writing plays just 
as much as acting in them. When you write, you are 
in charge of the action, and your mind is the glue 
that holds everything together; so I love writing. 
On stage, however, you get to become a different 
person and craft a piece; bringing to life amazing 
characters.” 
     Isaiah has acted in too many shows to count. His 
biggest acting accomplishment was receiving a call-
back for the role of Simba in Lion King the musical, 
for the tour and New York show.
     In addition to Wyatt’s Bed, he’s also written two 
other original play scripts. December Mourning is the 
story of a family being torn apart at a troublesome 
funeral and Valentine, the story of three young wom-
en who cross paths with a songwriter and set out to 
become a star singing group during the 1930’s. This 
play was inspired by big band music, and the girl 
groups of the 1930’s and 1940’s. 
     Currently, Isaiah is writing an adaptation of 
Anton Chekhov’s Three Sisters, a story inspired by 
the Bronte sisters of Victorian literature fame. Think 
Wuthering Heights and Jane Eyre.

“I’ve spent up to a year working on a 
script, but I’ve also spent less than 
three months working on scripts.”

- Isaiah Reaves ‘16

Freshman Isaiah Reaves shows promise as playwright 

Juniors Wheat & Rumsey
shadow CIA, NSA

     The National Leadership Forum on National 
Security in Washington, d.c. brings students 
from across the country to visit the nation’s 
capital. Two Moeller High School juniors were 
nominated to attend this year: P. Chandler 
Wheat and P. Scott Rumsey participated in the 
Forum. 
     The program, “Exploring American Diplo-
macy, Intelligence and Defense,” was a week-
long introduction to careers in defense, intel-
ligence and the diplomatic corps, according to 
the nyLf website. 
     Question-and-answer sessions with highly 
respected officers were designed to make 
students think about important current issues. 
Some of the government’s leading academic 
institutions open their doors to the students of 
nyLf in order to educate them diplomacy, inter-
national affairs and military strategy. 
     One of those institutions, George Mason 
University, partnered with nyLf to offer college 
credit for the students who attend. “It focused 
on a broad spectrum while allowing you to 
focus on the specific ones,” Wheat commented. 
    Other institutions that have been involved 
with the Forum include: Andrews Air Force 

Base, the CIA, the Foreign Service Institute, the 
National Security Agency, the United States 
Naval Academy at Annapolis, the Defense In-
telligence Agency, the Pentagon, Marine Corps 
Combat Develop Command, and the United 
States Secret Service. 
     The students had the choice as to what site 
they were interested in. 
     Wheat and Rumsey both chose the Quantico 
Marine Corp Base over the fBi training facility, 
the Capital Building, and the Pentagon
     They saw a K9 unit demonstration, “got to 
play around” in a multi-million Vehicle Convoy 
Combat Training Session, toured the base, and 
saw the Marine Corps Museum at the end. 
     The Forum also had internationally recog-
nized civilian policy makers and senior military 
officers, Colonel Barney Barnum (usmc), Deputy 
of Secretary of State Richard L. Armitage, and 
George Tenet, former Director of the cia.
     Rumsey said it was “one of the greatest 
weeks I’ve ever had.” 
     He and Wheat spent a week in a group of 
25 of 200 students attending. In those groups 
they learned and discussed different aspects of 
national security. 
     Wheat said he was attracted to the Forum 
due to the fact that it was on national security, 
and it really helped him decide what he wanted 
to do, which is rotc at the University of Cin-
cinnati and studying mechanical engineering 
before pursuing a career in the army. 
     Wheat also mentioned that Moeller has tried 
to start a jrotc chapter at the school but it never 
got going. With many students applying for 
rotc in college this would be something that 
would draw interest among students, he says.
     Both mentioned that the Forum was con-
stantly moving from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. and that 
they covered a lot in the short time in Washing-
ton, d.c. 
     Also after the forum they “pulled a few 
strings” and got a private tour of Speaker of the 
House John Boehner’s office. Boehner is a 1964 
graduate of Moeller High School.

Chandler Wheat  ‘14 (left), Mr. Wilke, and Scott Rumsey  ‘14

     By Andrew Buschbacher ‘13
     Crusader Staff Reporter

Aidan Jabs ‘14 and Corey Gruenwald ‘13 each write a novel in one month

Junior Aidan Jabs working on his epic novel  The Council
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Moeller has a long history of state champion-
ships.  Eric Lawhorn plans on leading Moeller to 
one more title this year, not exactly in a traditional 
sport, but as captain of the academic team.

The academic team is a less known but a highly 
competitive and successful team.  The freshman, JV, 
and Varsity squads consist of four members.   This 
year’s Moeller squad includes 17 students. Seniors 
Jack Taylor, Eric Lawhorn, and Matt Abele, along 
with junior Nick Schlueter make up the varsity 
starting lineup.

“Academic team has helped me grow in my 
knowledge of the world in all subjects ranging from 
geography and world history, to life science, gov-
ernment, and literature,” explained Matt Abele. “It 
has also helped me get more involved at Moeller 
and has allowed me to get to know more people 
from all the grades.  I think it shows other people 
that Moeller is definitely not a total jock school, but 
that we are academically challenged and can com-
pete with other historically ‘smart’ schools.” 

“The academic team is a great way to reward the 
‘nerd herd,’” says math teacher and academic team 
coach Mr. Mike Ward.

In recent years, the Moeller academic team has 
garnered a lot of respect within the GCAL (Greater 
Catholic Academic League).  “We are in the top 

By Connor Borton ‘15
Crusader Features Editor 

three within our competing league [gCal] every 
year,” said Mr. Ward. “We have qualified for state 
seven of the last eight years,” he added. 

The Moeller academic team has great participa-
tion and depth as it is only one of five schools in the 
gCal to have a Freshman, JV and Varsity team.

Within the gCal, Moeller faces off against schools 
such as Ursuline, St. Xavier, and Elder.  After the 
win against LaSalle, Moeller plans on qualifying for 
state at the end of the season and possibly reaching 

Seniors staff Moeller’s new Writing Center
Informal relaxed setting provides positive outcome

     By Kyle zimmerman ‘14
     CrusaderEditor-In-Chief 

Academic team aims for ‘nerd herd’ state championship

     Over the past three years, the Moeller Writing 
Center has established itself as an excellent resource 
for young writers, helping an estimated 70 students 
each month.  In his third year as moderator, Mr. Eric 
Eble uses seniors from his A.P. English Language 
and Composition class as consultants for students 
seeking writing help. The Writing Center is an 

Moeller brainiacs prepare to dominate  in College Bowl-style quiz game

MOE Tweets

St. X. Student
@robsonisland34
“Getting my clubs cleaned for JV golf tourney  
#imathletic”

Frank Minnick 
@FrankTheTank

“Time between classroom and bathroom: 5.4 
sec #fastisfaster

Charlie Lytle 
 @charmingcharlie2             
“Lol love seeing students complaining bout 
the desk. Lets jack up the pen prices up 
#suckas”
                                                           Michael Shaffer
                                                     @thakoldestshaffer

“Practicing ping pong for hours, I can’t lose. “
#betchacantbeatme

 Doug Horst
 @DougieFresh40
  “YEAH, I YELL ON  TWITTER TOO #CHAMINADE 
#THACOVANANT”

Jim Balbach
@BalBachInBlack

“just filled up the 10 gallon coffee jug for mass 
#DoReMiFaSoLa”

Dan Ragland 
@PapaRags
”when excuses flow results suffer 
#slowdown”

Bob Tull
@TooTull

“I played as much as Rudy, but you don’t see a 
movie called ‘Bob’”

#fightingirishforever

the state finals for the first time since 2004.
The team practices began October 1 and were 

two days a week, one before school and one after.  
However, once competitions began, practices were 
moved to Thursday morning before school.

During competitions, there are three rounds 
which pose questions based on general school sub-
jects.  The first round, also called the alphabetical 
round, contains 20 questions and each team has four 
minutes to answer as many questions as possible.  
Every correct answer earns the team one point.

The second round, also called the category round, 
includes general questions based on school subjects 
such as math, English, and social studies.  Each team 
has two chances to come up with the correct answer.  
A team earns two points if they have the correct an-
swer on the first guess and one point on the second 
guess.  

However, if both answers are incorrect then the 
other team has the chance to “steal” the question.

The third and final round, referred to as the light-
ning round, is “the most exciting round” according 
to Mr. Ward.   The round consists of 30 random 
questions and is similar to Jeopardy.  The team will 
press a button in order to have the first guess to the 
question. 

Through it all, the 17 members will represent 
Moeller well amongst its rivals and other schools 
across the state.  Wish the best of luck to the fresh-
man, JV, and varsity academic team.  

informal, relaxed environment where students of 
all grade and skill levels can work with experienced 
peers to conquer any writing enterprise. 
     After receiving countless school-wide e-mails 
from Mr. Eble about the Writing Center, I deemed 
it necessary to evaluate the effectiveness of the 
Writing Center myself. I took a poorly written five-
paragraph essay on Brave New World to the Writ-
ing Center consultants to see if they could assist a 
seemingly befuddled, struggling writer. 
     My consultant was James Gilliland, a digni-
fied senior A.P. student who possessed an obvious 
concern for the success of any person he assisted. 
He was unaware that I was there solely to evaluate 
his performance. I spent twenty minutes with James 
discussing grammar, diction, sentence structure, 
quotations and punctuation. 
     We also brainstormed writing techniques that 
my English teacher might enjoy seeing applied in 
essays. Despite his qualifications and exceptional 
writing capabilities, James did not come off as con-
descending or superior, nor did he scoff at any of 
my stupid questions. I greatly appreciate that. 
James is just one example of an excellent consultant.   
As I worked with him, I also observed three other 
students being helped. All of the other consultants 
seemed equally as cordial, attentive, and knowl-
edgeable. Senior consultant Ryan Rinn says that he 
enjoys the feeling he gets from helping young writ-
ers. At the very least, consultants can offer survival 
tips for English courses. Even if students do not 
thrive in English class, they can still survive.

“I think it shows other people that 
Moeller is definitely not a total jock 

school, but they we can compete with 
other historically ‘smart’ schools.”

-- Matt Abele ‘13

“Most of the time, the worst 
papers that are brought in are those 

that are completely off topic.”  
-- Mason Eckley ‘13

     The writing styles and methods of intervention 
differ from consultant to consultant. “My biggest 
concerns usually are all the grammar errors and the 
student making general statements without back-
ing these up with facts,” says Rinn. The objectives 
of Mason Eckley, another senior consultant, vary 
from those of Rinn. “I mainly focus on making sure 
the writer is actually answering the question. Most 
of the time, the worst papers that are brought in are 
those that are completely off topic.” 
     The Writing Center is exceedingly more produc-
tive and user-friendly than it was in years prior, 
but Mr. Eble still has many more aspirations for the 
Writing Center. “My big goal,” says Eble, “is not 
just to have the guys who would consider them-
selves ‘bad writers’ come in. I want to have every-
one come in and work on papers.” Mr. Eble also 
would like to incorporate some entertainment into 

the Writing Center. “I’d like to have writing con-
tests through Squire (Moeller’s literary magazine) 
for poetry, for non-fiction, for fiction. And I’d also 
like to have writers come in and speak.” 
      “I want to bolster the writing culture of 
Moeller,” says Eble, “and the Writing Center is just 
one way of doing so.” 
     The Writing Center, in a sense, encapsulates all 
House system’s goals—seniors helping younger 
students who voluntarily seek help in a relaxed set-
ting, with a positive outcome. And it happens every 
other day of the week.

James Gilliland ‘13 and Leander Edmiston ‘13 at the Writing Center



multiple touchbacks and a game winner against the 
St. Xavier “B” team.  This only adds to the reputa-
tion he posses of being good under pressure.

“When you know you have to make a kick and 
it’s all on you, you can’t make a mistake,” says 
Coghlin regarding pressure.

“He shines under pressure,” says freshman team-
mate Adam Smith.  “When he was told to put the 
ball on a certain location, he did it without a prob-
lem.  He has potential to be something great some 
day,” 

The sky is truly the limit for this spectacular 
freshman.  The promise of a former soccer player 
in Carolina cleats brings potential consistency to a 
program that would want nothing more.

The Crusader SPORTS Page 7

Matthew Coghlin provides big boot 

As the Moeller reflects on the end of the football 
season, the team had plenty of senior talent. Al-
though the future may seem uncertain, one position 
is sure to be solid for years to come.  That position is 
kicker.

During the 2012 football season, Moeller’s fresh-
man team had a deep kicking roster.  Freshmen 
kickers included Jonathan Orkwis, Michael Tepe, 
and Matthew Coghlin.

“All three of them are very good,” said freshman 
coach Mr. Dan Dever. “There’s a lot of talent there.”

The player receiving the most attention right 
now is Matthew Coghlin, a former soccer player 
who doesn’t hesitate to send the ball down the field.  
Along with his flashy Carolina blue cleats, Coghlin’s 
kicking game has garnered him plenty of attention.  

“I wear Carolina blue socks and cleats for every 
game I play,” says Coghlin. “After the first game I 
wore them, we won, so I just kept wearing them so 
we could win.”

As a freshman he was able to play on the JV 
football team for some of the season, an opportunity 
that doesn’t knock for most freshmen. The majority 
of his playing time was on JV and that speaks vol-
umes considering the talent of this program.

“I think if he really works at it he could not only 
be the best kicker in Cincinnati, but in all of Ohio.  
He’s got a bright future ahead of him and I can’t 
wait to see what he can do,” says senior varsity 
kicker Matt Reiniger.

As a freshman Coghlin made a 54-yard field goal 
in practice and a 47-yarder in a game.  The freshman 
team reassures that a 35-yard attempt is simple for 
him - nothing to worry about.            

Throughout the entire season, he only missed 
three attempts.  His game performances include 

By Michael PiliPovich
Crusader Sports Editor

Hendrix and Fiessinger reunited at Notre Dame

    Two former Moeller football stars were reunited 
this season at the collegiate level. Notre Dame 
junior Andrew Hendrix ’10 and sophomore Charlie 
Fiessinger ’11 are both quarterbacks for the Fighting 
Irish. 
     Hendrix and Fiessinger give all Moeller fans a 
justified reason to hop on the Notre Dame band-
wagon as the team heads to the BCS National 
Championship. 
    Hendrix made the team as a scholarship player, 
and after not seeing any action during his freshman 
year, was thrown into game action in the 2011 and 
2012 seasons. 
     Fiessinger did not play football his freshman 
year; he watched the games from the stands of 
Notre Dame Stadium like most other students. “Af-
ter going to a few of the games early in my fresh-
man year,” says Fiessinger, “I started to miss foot-

ball and more importantly being part of a team.”  
Before the start of the 2012 season, he approached 
head coach Brian Kelly about possibly helping with 
the play-calling and sideline signals during the 
games. Fiessinger says that Brian Kelly, the former 
University of Cincinnati head coach, recognized 
him immediately because of the Moeller sweatshirt 
he was wearing. 
    Hendrix was a two-year starter at Moeller, lead-
ing the Crusaders to the state playoff quarterfinals 
and a #5 ranking in the 2009 Ohio D1 AP poll with a 

9-2 record his senior year.  At Notre Dame, Hendrix 
has played in eight games over two seasons and 
in those games, he has 33 rushing attempts for 203 
yards, an impressive 6.2 yards per carry, and one 
touchdown. This includes a 78-yard run against Air 
Force in 2011. He is 23-44 for 304 yards in the air 
with one touchdown  and two interceptions. Per-
haps Hendrix’s best game came against Stanford in 
November 2011 when he passed for a touchdown 
and rushed for another.  
    Fiessinger’s value to the Notre Dame football 
program comes from his knowledge and love of the 
game. In his position as play signaler, Fiessenger 
can be seen standing next to Brian Kelly during 
every game. He receives more “face time” on televi-
sion than most other players. Fiessenger, who wears 
number 17, along with former St. Xavier quar-
terback and now ND wide receiver Luke Massa, 

35.8
Points per game the Crusader 
offense averaged this season

26.3
Points per game the Crusader defense 

allowed on average this season

15
Interceptions by the 

Crusader defense this season

27
Years since Moeller won

 their last state championship

29
Total touchdowns registerd by 

Keith Watkins this season

2,146
Rushing yards recorded by 
Keith Watkins this season

8,853
Total attendance at the 

championship game

3
Number of undefeated teams 

Moeller beat this season

1
Division I state champions trophy

“It was one of the cooler things 
I’ve been able to experience, and 

I certainly got goose bumps.” 
-- Charlie Fiessinger ‘11

comprise the “Red Army.” Both 
wear red hats, headsets, and 
wristbands and relay signals to 
the players during the game. 
    The two are with each other 
four hours every day for prac-
tices, workouts, and meetings. 
The pair has stayed true to their 
Moeller roots. “When Moeller 
plays on Friday nights we usu-
ally end up listening to the game 
online in our hotel,” says Fiess-
inger.
    Fiessinger, a former School 
Captain at Moeller, says he has 
a strong bond not only with 
Andrew Hendrix, but also with 
Luke Massa (St. X ’10) and Alex 
Welch (Elder ’09). “We tend to 
talk a lot of trash about how Cin-
cinnati high school football and 

the GCL are the best in the country.” 
    In a November 17 game where the Irish routed 
Wake Forest, Hendrix and Fiessinger both got play-
ing time.  Hendrix was in for one play and threw an 
incomplete pass. Fiessinger came in on the last play 
to take a knee and run out the clock. 
     “It was one of the cooler things I’ve been able 
to experience, and I certainly got goose bumps,” 
Fiessinger said. “It’s been a special year thus far and 
to get in for a snap and hear my name on the PA 
system was something I’ll never forget.”  
    Hendrix, Fiessinger and the rest of the Irish will 
play in the BCS National Championship on Janu-
ary 7 in Miami, Florida. Moeller could potentially 
produce two national champion quarterbacks—a 
statistic that speaks volumes about the talent and 
devotion of Moeller football players and the pro-
gram.

Football Season
By the Numbers

By Kyle ZiMMerMan
Crusader Editor-in-Chief

Andrew Hendrix and Charlie Fiessinger at practice                                            Photo courtesy of Notre Dame

Freshman shows spectacular promise for future of Moeller football

Two former Moeller quarterbacks travel from Big Moe to the Golden Dome

Matthew Coghlin at kickoff                                      Photos courtesy of ESP 
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A day in the life of 
Mr.  Braun 

     Favorite first
     chess move?

Christmas 
wish list?
Movie of the
year?
New year’s 
resolution? 

Erich 
Girard‘14

Matthew 
Abele‘13

Andrew
Benza‘13

    Corey 
  Pieper‘14

        Jacob
    Heuker‘13 

Ethan 
Callahan‘15

    Pawn   Queen pawn   

     Broncos 

  COD: II

 Dark Knight  

Eat less 

    Houston 

     Hippo 

Dark Knight 

None so far 

     Offenive 
    defensive  

Chess state             Make one 

 Attack of the 
    dragon                       Pawn E5 

Chess state               20 Gauge                        

Dark Knight            Act of Valor

Dont procrastinate

Walking into Moeller’s main lobby for Mr. Bob 
Hotze’s production of Oscar Wilde’s The Importance 
of Being Earnest, people may have been met by a 
crowd of students asking for extra tickets. It was 
clear this would be another great show when it sold 
out on Sunday night, the last official performance

The ten Moeller and mnd players did not fail to 
impress, putting on a play featuring four Moeller 
rookies as well as several returning veterans. 

It is obvious that Moeller’s plays are comparable 
to professional acts. The dialogue and mannerisms 
of the many characters were portrayed so naturally 
that the audience may have been doing double-
takes to see if it was a movie or a live performance.

The set was extremely well done with furniture 
and paintings significant to the time period. The 
humor was sometimes hard to get, being a 19th cen-
tury London story, but the actors used their body 
language just as well to express their emotions to 
the audience.

The story of Earnest follows two English bache-
lors, Jack Worthing and Algernon Moncrieff, played 
by David Faller ’13 and first-timer Evan Verrilli ’14 
respectively, who are leading double lives in order 
that they may live in both the town and the country 

Jack eventually proposes to Gwendolen Fairfax, 
played by senior Payton Marshall, but is stopped by 
the posh upper class Lady Bracknell, performed by 
senior Briana Kennedy. Jack is also caring for a teen-
age girl named Cecily Cardew, played flawlessly by 
junior Natalie Lutz.

The title comes into play when Jack, known as 
Earnest while in the town, finds out that Gwendo-
lyn loves him because of his made up name. He 
must find a way to get the Reverend Canon Cha-
suble, played by senior Jimmy Reckers, to have him 
“christened” as Earnest. However, Algernon, at the 
same time, poses as the fake Earnest at Jack’s coun-

‘The Importance of Being Earnest’ is professional, hilarious 
try house, so he can hit on Cecily, who has already 
made up her mind to accept his proposal. When 
Jack returns and tries to tell the country folk that his 
“brother” Earnest has died, chaos ensues as Alger-
non as “Earnest” walks in. With both men claiming 
to be Earnest, and both Cecily and Gwendolyn fall-
ing in love with them because of it, the two bach-
elors find themselves in a quandary as they struggle 
to win back the hearts of the ladies who only love 
the imaginary “Earnest.”

The list of characters does not end there, howev-
er. Mount Notre Dame sophomore Stephanie Faller 
returns to the Moeller stage with her brother, star-
ring as Miss Prism, Cecily’s teacher. 

The two disciplined country servants, Moulton 
and Merriman, are played by freshmen Zac Corbett 
and Isaiah Reaves. 

The most startling casting, however, was Mason 
Cooper ’13 as Algernon’s pessimistic butler Lane. 
The only flaw in the whole performance was that 
such a comical actor would be cast into a role he 
loathed. However, his dislike fueled his portrayal of 
the Eeyore-like servant, showing that he has broad-
ened his skill in his second year in Moeller’s theater 
program. 

“I understand Mr. Hotze uses his best judgment 
to find people that best fit the characters in the 
show,” said Cooper.

The comedy was both entertaining and insightful 
to watch, as it delved into the questions of marriage 
and what people look for in each other. 

Ultimately, it was a parody of the British upper 
class, showing that only in fantasies do rich people 
live happily ever after. As Miss Prism puts it, “The 
good ended happily and the bad unhappily. That is 
what fiction means.”  

Mr. Bill Braun is the epitome of a renaissance 
man. He is a mathematician, handyman, light and 
sound technician, fine arts teacher, groundskeeper, 
and amateur comedian all bundled into a lanky 
seven-foot frame. He loves his job as a teacher and 
facilities manager.  Mr. Braun and partner in main-
tenance and repair, Mr. Bill Kohus, both agree, “the 
fun part of this job is that you never know what 
you’re going to encounter.”

In a world full of change, Bill Braun is a constant. 
He is always on time; he is never sick; he always has 
the same haircut; if anything goes wrong, he will 
be there. His epitaph will probably be his signa-
ture phrase, “Math is a language, do what it says.” 
Without him, Moeller simply would not function. 
He seemingly lives at Moeller. Mr. Braun has spent 
more time at Moeller than any Moeller student has 
spent on this planet. A ten hour workday is aver-
age for Mr. Braun; he has one of the most grueling 
schedules of anyone at the school.

 
4:30 a.m.  Wake up, eat breakfast
5:20 a.m.  Leave home— 40 minute drive to        

Moeller
6:00 a.m. Arrival unlock all of the doors on campus 
6:30 a.m. Go to office, check email, and react to        

any problems that arose since he left the 
night before

7:00 a.m. Check heating and cooling systems,       
adjust accordingly 

7:10 a.m. Tutor students in math  
7:50 a.m. Set up gym lights and microphones       

for Mentor Group assembly 
9:38 a.m. Teach A2 math class  
11:13 a.m. Teach A3 fine arts  
1:00 p.m. Eat quick lunch
1:10 p.m. Perform various maintenance duties, set-

up for movie night in auditorium 
4:30 p.m. Leave Moeller, go home 
6:30 p.m.  Leave home, return to 
Moeller, tear down microphone and 
lights from movie night.

9:30 p.m. Leave Moeller, go home 
10:30 p.m. Fall asleep  
4:30 a.m. Wake up. Repeat (see above)
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MOE Memes

Super Bowl 
prediction?

Chess state       Cash 

  Roll Tide   Falcons Patriots    Broncos 

Rookie thespians join veterans David Faller and Mason Cooper in Moeller’s fall play  

Animal House Avengers 

Play with dogs 
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“The good end happily and the bad un-
happily. That is what fiction means.”


